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Mafter-1 At 10 s reſiding within the Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, aud the Weekly Bills of Mortality. 


. HUMBLY. OFFERD 


. 
SY 
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To the Confideration of the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal *;n Parliament aſſembled, m relation to the 
Great Abuſes committed by therr Journeymen. 


HAT towards the latter of End of laſt Sunimer, when the Maſter Taylors were in 
the greateſt Hurry of Buſineſs, occaſioned by amore than ordinary Run of Trade, 
their Journey men (not content with the ſame Wages and Hours of Working as uſual, 

> which their Maſters, when in Their Station, were well ſatisfied with) taking Ad- 
vantage thereof, and likewiſe of the Univerſal Extravagance-at that Time prevailing, did, 
(after ſeveral unlawful Aſſemblies) enter into a So/emn Combination, having their Names en- 
tered into a Book for that Purpoſe, to compel the Maſters to Raiſe their Wages, and Leſſen 
the . Hours of Working, notwithſtanding the Laws in Force for Regul:ting Labourers ,and + 
ourneymen ; V:z. The 5th of Q. Eliz. Cap. 4. See. 21. ſettled 15 Hours in a Day for Work- * 
ing, as hath been ever ſince continued, and at much lower Wages than they have now, allow- 
ing for the Difference of the Times. 
” THIS Corabination of the Journeymen-Taylors was come to ſuch a Height, that Com-" 
plaint being made to His Majeſty's (nw of the Peace againſt thoſe Offenders, as Loiterers, 
ſeveral of them were bound over to the Seſſions, and othersto appear in His Majeſty's Court of 
King's Bench; and their Subſcription-Books were alſo ſeized, by virtue of the Secretary of 
State's. Warrant: Yet they ſtill continue Obſtinate, and perſiſt in putting the aboveſaid 
port their Maſters, to the great Prejudice of Trade in general. They alſo colle& 
Money Weekly, to ſupport their unlawful Combinations and Confederacies, 
to the great Prejudice of the Families of ſuch of them as are Married ; which Proceedings are of 
very ill Example to Journeymen of all other. Trades, as 1s. ſufficiently ſeen in the Journeymen 
Curriers, Smiths, Farriers, Sailmakers, Coachmakers, and divers other Arts and Myſteries, who 
have a&ually entred into Confederacies of the like Nature; and the Journeymen Carpenters, 
* Bricklayers and Joyners, have taken ſome Steps for that purpoſe, and olly wait to ſee the 
Event of a Law tor Regulating the-Journeymen-Taylors. .. 

T HE Mafſter-Taylors, 2fter ſeveral Difficulties occaſioned by the Proceedings of their 
Tourneymen atfareſaid, applied to Parliament ; and the Honourable Houſe of Commons were 
. Pleaſed to Paſs the B:!!! now depending before Your Lordſhips, in order to prevent the like for 

the' future; and'therein did grant to the;Journeymenz what they principally inſiſted on, V:2. 
Shortning the Hours of Work from 6 o' Clock in the Morning, *till 8 of the Clock at Night, 
inſtead'of Nine, which was the uſual Cuſtom, - Time out of Mind. 

THE Maſter- Taylors came into the leſſening the Hours of Work, in order to indulge 
_ their Men, and make them eaſy, if poſſible , which Hour in a Day taken off from their 

Work, will occaſion the Loſs to their Maſters according to the Computation following : 


| = --C 
One Hour's Work per Diem loſt to the Maſter per Annum, for each Jour-F 


neyman, the Maſter loſes - - 
If a Mafter keeps Ten Men at Work, he loſes Annually - 
If he keeps Twenty Men at Work, he loſes Annually - - 
If he keeps Thirty Men at Work, he loſes Annually - 


3 \ ÞY ay 

FROM the foregoing Calculations, it appears, what great Loſs the Maſters will ſuſtain, 
and that the Wages ſettled by the Bill now depending, are the utmoſt that eg = 
Men can poſſibly Earn ; and if higher Wages were to be allowed tothe fad 
the Maſters muſt either raiſe the Prices of making Cloaths conſiderably,” or e 
tably ruined. _ | Tas 

BY the Bill now depending before your Lordſhips, when at the Honourable Honſe of Com-. 
mons, the Joutneymen were very deſirous to have a Clauſe inſerted, to oblige their Maſters 
to pay them their Wages by a ſummary Way before Juſtices of the Peace, which the faid 
Maſters alſo readily complied with; and for want of Payment, the ſaid Juſtices of the 
Peace are impowered to commit the ſaid Maſters to Gaol, without Bail or Mainprize ; 
which is putting the Maſters under the ſame Reſtrictions of the Juſtices, as their. Journey- 
Men are, and is what they then ſeemed to be contented with at the Houſe of, Commons. ___ 

THAT the Journeymen do ftill combine to raiſe their Wages to Half a Crow! ane, ” ..Y 
Three Shillings per Diem, and ont of the ſaid extravagant Wages, they a ONTO! 
deſigning Perſons, to collect Large Sums for the Support of ſach Journexymen "Ialenefs, ? 4 
as are-not to comply with Reaſonable Wages; and alſo expend mg Mo- 
ney in Law and Sol ing your 


iciting, to oppoſe the Paſſing of the B: now depending” bet 
Lordſhips ; which, it the ſame ſhould paſs into a Law, would render both the Mafters and 
their Men eaſy in the ſaid Trade. 

T H E Maſters humbly conceive, That the leaving for the future ( if Occaſion ſhould re« 
quire it) the altering and ſettling of the Wages and Hours by the Juſtices, at a General 
Quarter-Seſſions, from Time to Time, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, is intirely conſiſtent with 
the Liberty of the Subjze&, and according to former Laws in the like Caſes z viz. That of the 
5th of Q. E/:zabeth, and that of the 1ſt of K. Zames I. give the ſame Powers to Juſtices at 
the Quarter-Seſſions. The Journeymen have the ſame Privileges in Appealing, a8 . 
ſters have, by the preſent Bl. PEge'y 1, 


WHEREFORE, the Maſters humbly Pray, That the BILL, as it no# 
ſtanas, may paſs into a L A W. | 
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